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Listeners,  none  of  all  the  travel  advertising  that  appears  at 
this  time  of  year  even  mentions  some  of  the  most  interesting  and  educa- 
tional of  spring  tours.     These  are  cooks '  tours,  too,  literally  —  made 
.up  of  home  cooks  traveling  to  visit  kitchens . 

For  years  now  women  "belonging  to  home  demonstration  groups  in 
various  States  have  been  studying  convenient  kitchens  and  choosing  kitchen 
improvement  as  their  "projects."    Then,  as  a  grand  finale,  you  might  say, 
they  have  gathered  on  a  day  in  spring  --  or  fall  perhaps  —  for  an  auto- 
mobile trip  to  see  the  kitchens  that  have  been  improved  in  their  neighbors' 
homes. 

Last  year  New  York  State  women  were  some  of  the  most  enthusiastic 
kitchen-improvers.     Because  so  many  reported  that  kitchen  work  seemed 
unnecessarily  tiring,  the  improvements  centered  on  arranging  equipment 
to  save  "steps  and  stooping  and  nervous  energy,"  as  the  specialist  in 
that  State  expressed  it. 

Perhaps  you  would  like  to  hear  about  some  of  the  improvements  which 
these  kitchen  tourists  were  most  interested  in.     Well,  one  was  a  kitchen 
improved  simply  by  moving  the  sink.     For  years  the  sink  had  been  between 
two  doors,  which  meant  that  it  stood  in  the  line  of  traffic  through  the 
room  and  that  it  was  also  in  a  draft.     The  homemaker  who  made  this  change 
reported  that  it  improved  both  her  health  and  her  disposition. 

At  another  home,   the  visitors  saw  how  light-colored  paper  and  paint 
and  also  one  new  window  could  transform  a  dark,  hot,  poorly  ventilated 
kitchen  into  a  comfortable,   convenient,  and  attractive  room. 

Step-saving  improvements  are  always  of  interest  to  kitchen  tourists. 
Last  year  several  kitchens  on  the  visiting-list  showed  how  even  the  simp- 
lest change  could  save  many  miles.     One  woman  had  been  walking  ~[6  miles  a 
year  to  get  wood  for  her  stove.     You  see,  her  wood-box  was  way  across  the 
room  from  her  stove.     By  putting  this  box  on  casters  and  placing  it  near 
the  stove,   she  saved  this  useless  yearly  walk.     A  homemaker  in  another 
county  had  been  taking  a  15-mile  walk  each  year  just  to  get  her  dish  pan 
from  a  pantry  and  replace  it  in  the  pantry.     She  saved  this  walk  by  hanging 
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the  dish-pan  under  her  sink.     Still  another  woman  showed  how  she  saved 
23  miles  and  ~J2.  hours  a  year  by  moving  her  coffee-pot  from  a  far  pantry 
and  her  coffee-can  from  a  far  cupboard  to  a  new  shelf  by  the  stove.  She 
now  keeps  a  measuring  spoon  in  the  coffee- can  and  says  that  she  makes  only 
one  reach  in  order  to  measure  out  the  coffee  in  the  morning. 

But  I  mustn't  spend  all  my  time  telling  you  about  kitchen  tours 
in  one  State  when  women  in  so  many  other  places  took  these  trips  last 
year  —  women  in  Connecticut,   California,  Ohio,  and  Florida,  to  mention 
a  few. 

Connecticut  homemakers  spent  considerable  time  visiting  a  remodeled 
kitchen  in  an  old  parsonage  where  the  minister  and  his  wife  together  did 
all  the  rebuilding  of  cupboards  and  all  the  painting  after  working  out 
plans  with  the  home  demonstration  agent  and  other  club  members. 

California  kitchen- tourists  visited  a  remodeled  kitchen  having 
a  special  mixing  center  —  a  special  place  arranged  for  preparing  cake, 
pie,  or  biscuits.     Here  the  homemaker  had  built  vertical  partitions  in 
the  cupboard  to  hold  pie,   cake,  and  muffin  pans  in  convenient  reach;  a 
cupboard  door  to  hold  measuring  cups  and  spoons;  and  flour- and- sugar 
drawers  that  could  be  reached  without  stooping.     She  also  had  a  sliding 
porcelain  table  top  for  rolling  out  and  cutting  dough,  and  a  space  for 
her  electric  mixer. 

Ohio  home- improvement  groups  last  year  saw  many  handsome  farm- 
home  floors  which  had  been  refinished  by  homemakers  themselves  for  ease 
in  cleaning. 

And  in  Florida  home  demonstration  members  in  Palm  Beach  County 
had  something  new  in  tours.     They  made  a  two-day  pantry  tour,  inspecting 
the  supplies  of  home-canned  foods  put  up  according  to  budgets  carefully 
worked  out  to  feed  the  different-sized  farm  families.     These  pantries 
had  convenient  shelves  and  were  light,  dry,  and  well  ventilated. 

As  I  said,  the  travel  literature  in  the  papers  and  magazines  may 
not  feature  these  many  tours  of  homemakers,  but  the  women  who  take  them 
each  year  report  that  they  are  some  of  the  most  interesting  and  helpful 
events,  and  pleasurable  as  well  as  profitable. 
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